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THE CAUSES OF OUR ERRORS. 
*,* CONTINUED FROM NO 8--pAGE 58. *,* 


The suppression of Voluptuousness is one 
of the just, loud cries of the Christian Minis- 
try. Youth will not understand it. Any at- 
tempt to put it down is considered by licen- 
tiousness, as an unjustifiable barbarity. Must 
the Christian Ministry, therefore, cease to 
act? Must they not incessantly attack it ? 
Expose its ruinous effects, and hold it up as 
a baneful hydra ? 

The very Pagans lamented the evils it 
entailed on society. 

Cicero, anticipating the reproaches which 
might be made to old age, as being incapa- 
ble of pleasure, exclaims: ‘* Happy privilege 
of our age, which emancipates us from the 
servile vice of youth! Listen, my good 
young friends,” continues he, “to the ad- 
vice of Archytas of Tarentuin, one of the 
first and greatest men of the age in which he 
lived. ‘In all nature,’ says he,’ ‘there is 
nothing more destructive to mankind, than 
voluptuousness. There is no pleasure which 
manifests such symptoms of violence and 
frenzy. Itis the copious source of private 
and public treason, of the downfall of States, 
and of criminal negotiations with the ene- 
mies of a man’s native country. It prepares 


the heart for the commission of the blackest 
crimes; it is the deadly foe of reason, it 
darkens the light of the soul, and can never 
associate with virtue.’” 

Why should such a passion, which thus rev- 





Olutionizes all the faculties of the soul be an 





impassible barrier to the march of Truth: 
prevent it from speading its salutary influence, 
and of loudly proclaiming its stern mandate ? 
In the intoxication and licentious tumult of 
pleasure, the voice of reason is lost. The 
imagination of the voluptuary imparts a col- 
ouring, and a pleasing witchery to vice. Na- 
ture is no longer known, or felt. Its Nomen- 
clature is destroyed. Libertinism is termed 
innocent amusement; licentious discourse is 
considered harmless fun ; perseverance in a 
ruinous passion, an heroic consistency. The 
pleasure of the heart now constitutes the 
justice of the head, and, according to the 
great St. Augustine, who was a Philosopher, 
a Catholic, a Bishop and a Saint, Pleasure 
is the Divinity of such a heart—Quodcunque 
placet sanctum est. 


We have touched on many subjects in the 
course of this Dissertation. The readers 
may apply to themselves such parts of it as 
may suit them. There may be at least one, 
who may still pursue his opinions of manly 
independence, the secret causes of which, he 
has not hitherto correctly analysed, and which 
may eventually make him more attentive in his 
researches, and less precipitate in his judg- 
ment. Providence, who veils his mysterious 
designs, and yet has, occasiwnally, recourse 
to man for their developement unto man, 
patiently Waits for the return of that reader 
whose soul has been long balancing between 
the beauty of Truth and the poisonous 
charms of Pleasure. St. Augustine was only 
nineteen years old, when he first glanced at 
a work written by the celebrated Cicero, 
which no longer exists, and which went by 
the name of Hortensius. The subject was 
an exhortation to Wisdom. He tells us that 
this work changed his affections, inspired 
hin with thoughts quite different from what 
he formerly entertained, and filled him with 
an ardent desire of learning the Wisdom of 
Heaven. This served asa little seed, de- 
posited in a heart which may be considered 
as a hot-bed of righteousness, and which de- 
veloped by the power of God, was destined 





to produce, at the appointed time, the most 
fragrant and abundant fruit. Why should 
not Trutu have the same salutary ‘influence 
on the minds of our readers? She is ancient, 
yet never can grow old: She is as eternal as 
God Himself, her prolific parent. ‘If she smiles 
on you, turn not away from the light of her 
countenance, if she seeks you, avoid her not.— 
It is for your happiness, that she is anxious 
to triumph over you. Your ‘resistance’ will 
be your shame, and your defeat, your glory. 
Qualified Teachers will direct you in the ca- 
reer of Letters and of Science, and we doubt 
not but that your passion for Truth will long 
continue; but in the great concerns of Mo- 
rality and Religion, which are the only solid 
foundation of every virtue, will yow’ feel the 
same passion for Truth? It is our duty to 
explain it ; it is yours to hear and to practise it. 
It is written that the lips of the Priest shall be 
the depositaries of Science, and that in his 
words will be found the Rule and the Law. 
Wo to the Priest, who throws around her 
a repulsive costume, which she scorns te 
wear! Wo to him if he decks her in the 
effeminate garb of sensuality, of weakens, or 
conceals her heavenly rights, her innate se- 
verity! Wo to those who follow not her 
uncompromising dictates! Wo to all, who 
from a temporizing, or any such ‘ unwor- 
thy motive, will not take up that line of 
march, which she points out! How easy it 
is to love Truth, when she imposes no re- 
strictions, or painful duties upon us! Are we 
not equally bound to love her, when she con- 
demns us, and when our inclinations are’ not 
in strict accordance with her? 


Give us, therefore, kind reader, a patient 
and unbiassed hearing, in our subsequent 
Dissertations ; accompany us with a sincere 
desire of admitting Truth, and with a moral 
courage of receiving her yoke, which like 
that of her Divine Father, “‘ is sweet indeed,” 
although it may not seem soto obstinate and 
rebellious nature. Come forward with such 
happy dispositions of heart and ‘soul, and 
you must be enlightened, you must become 


' 


better, you must be convinced that the voice 
of Catholicity is the voice of Truth, of 
Heaven. [ CONCLUDED. ] 

{>> In our next we shall take up the Ex- 
ISTENCE or Gop, as proved by the Faith of 
Mankind. 


THE JESUIT. _ / 


dangerous to those who change their mean- 
ing for the purpose of accommodating them 
to corrupted nature. The grand principle 
which is established by this Father in his 
Book, (de utilit. Credendi,) is to check the 
flattering disposition of self-love, so charac- 
teristic of the Manicheans, “ that we should 
possess knowledge before faith.” The Father 
maintained on the contrary, that we should 
begin with an humble belief, and submit to 
that authority through which we would af- 
terwards arrive at the knowledge of truth. 
According to the opinion of this holy and 
learned ‘Theologian; he, who is without 
Charity, and believes that he knows the 
Scriptures, understands nothing,|| while the 
man, who is supported by faith, hope, and 
charity, stands not in need of the Scrip- 
tures, unless it be to instruct others in the 
way of Salvation. It was thus that these 
three virtues, without the aid of Holy Writ, 
supported so many Anchorets in the De- 
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nounces in the Spirit of Heretical Tnnova- 
tion, under plausible pretexts, his pitiful de- 
cisions in direct oppositon to the Church 

Criticism has arrived to such a height of im- 
pudence, that it destroys every religious fee]- 
ing of the heart, and stultifies, instead of 
enlightening, the mind of its victim. It 
teaches a contempt of sincere and interior 
piety, and perverts Christians into Infidels: 
to them piety isa dry aud disgusting oceu- 
pation. I am of opinion that these men 
would upset the Religion of our divine Sq- 
viour, had it not been for the promises which 
he so bountifully made in her favour. The 
time is now arrived, in which men cannot 
suffer sound doctrine, but listen with itching 
ears to novelty, and are carried away b 

every wind of doctrine. I conclude, that 
under such circumstances, it would be very 
dangerous to expose, indiscriminately, the 
Sacred Text to the rash and ignorant arro- 








FENELON’S LETTER. 


QG- CONTINUED FROM No. 8—pacr 58. 9 


St. Augustine, speaking of the obscure 
passages in the Bible, says, that nothing 
more evidently represents the death of the 
soul, than a servile attachment to the mere 
letter of the text. He adds, if certain ac- 
tions be extolled in the sacred writings, and 
are contrary to the customs, which have 
been observed by all the virtuous and pious, 
since Christ’s appearance in the world, that 
they should be understood in a figurative 
sense and inapplicable to the present state 
of morals ; for in these times many actions 





gance of the people. 


were performed through Courtesy which now 
would be looked upon as the effect of Crim- 
inal passion.t This Father however informs 
us, that the Prophet in his narrative of things 
past intended to represent the time to come, 
in a figurative sense, and as such ought not 
to be submitted to the perusal of perverse 
and incredulous. men, lest from their usually 
superficial manner of viewing things, they 
might take them in a literal sense.{ He 
maintains that the Bible is a source of much 


sert.{] Indeed we must not be astonished at it, 
for he adds, although holy men charged with 
the ministry, or the Angels themselves, should 


bours would be useless if unaided by the grace 
of God. It may be said, my Lord, that the 
Bible is the same this day that it was in the 
first ages of the Church: that the Bishops 
have by their ministry the same authority, 
and that the Faithful ought to be fed by the 
same bread. It is true that the books of the 


labour to instruct the world, yet their la- 


We should bring them 
back by a mild, but efficient authority ; and 
instruct them on the Scriptures, before they 
are permitted to read them, so that they 
may feel their divine influence. 

In a word, they should receive the Bible 
from the Church alone, who is qualified to 
explain its true meaning, and to direct man- 
kind iuto the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

I am with true respect, &c. 

[concLUDED. ] FENELON. 
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knowledge to those who do not incautiously 
criticize its authority, but with humility and 
with pious solicitude seek its true meaning. 
The Marcionites, the Manicheans, and a 
multitude of other Heretics, who are led on 
by the Evil Spirit, quote passages from the 
Bible, the true meaning of which they are 
incapable of penetrating, as excuses for de- 
pravity and calumny. He lays down the 
following excellent rule for reading the 
Bible. Whenever a doubt arises in the mind 
of man concerning its true meaning, he 
should immediately recur to Jesus Christ, 
who will teach him the truths which have 
been revealed in his word, and should not 
presume to think that he comprehends them 
unless he follows this important advice. The 
sublime meaning which is concealed under 
mysterious and figurative language is beyond 
the reach of ignorant, presumptive, and ob- 
stinate Christians. This Doctor also remarks 
in the same Sermon, that God infuses into 
the Christian heart sublime Conceptions of 
his Divinity, and enables it by true faith to taste 
his sweetness. This, he continues, depends 
upon the preparatory disposition of the in- 
dividual—for, he whose heart is full of Char- 
ity, animated by true faith, best understands 
the plenitude of the Deity, and acquires an 
extensive knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 
This profound Theologian also wishes, that 
the faithful in reading the Bible would not 
take away the honour and veneration due to 
it, merely because they may not fully com- 
prehend its true meaning.{ But whereas 
it is rare to find this disposition, it therefore 
happens that solid benefit is seldom derived 
from the written word of God. All the in- 
spired writers, continues he, are of utility to 
those only who understand them, but are 


Scriptures are the same ; but all other things 
are not in the same state or condition. Men 
who bear the name of Christian, have not 
the same sincerity of mind ; the greater 
number of the faithful, Christians only by 
the Baptism which they received in their 
infancy, do not retract, lest by their impiety 
they might incur the hatred of the public ; 
such is their indifference when they hear the 
Religion of Christ formally insulted, that so 
far from resisting, they will acquiesce in such 
impiety. ‘They would however be very hap- 
py to find in the divine books any excuses to 
favour their passions and to shake off the 
yoke of faith. We can scarcely look upon 
these men as Catechumens, for these for- 
merly held themselves prepared to die for the 
Faith, when going to be baptised, and were 
infinitely superior to those Christians, who 
now bear the name of Christian only to pro- 
fane it. 
On the other hand, the Pastors lost much 
of that ascendency which they formerly had, 
owing to the increasing depravity of their 
respective congregations. The Laity are 
ever ready in these degenerate days, to in- 
stitute suits before Secular Courts, against 
their Pastors, even in relation to Church 
Discipline. The Bishops now no longer pre- 
side as Ecclesiastical Judges; their authority 
is become so weakened, that scarcely do 
the traces of it rest on the rebellious minds 
of the people. They are looked upon as 
Rulers or Lords, who establish a rigorous 
government, and are no longer considered as 
tender and compassionate Fathers, who are 
‘all to all: It is not from them, that they 
seek advice or consolation. The Paternal 
authority, so necessrry to prepare the mind 
for the profitable reading of the Bible, is 
considerably diminished ; every man is now 
his own Casuist, his own Guide, and pro- 


I Fratelli Della Misericordia.—The Brother- 
hood of Mercy. 


In the following we present to our readers 
a sketch of a Catholic Charitable Institution, 
a parallel to which the annals of Heresy can- 
not furnish.—This is another of the millions 
of proofs of the superior institutions of that 
Church, whois, like her Glorious Bridegroom, 
Charity personified, whose faith productive 
of such good and heavenly works is as im- 
mutable as the eternal hills. 


Two or three days after my arrival in Pisa 
I was talking in the street with an Italian 
gentleman, when about thirty fellows came 
round the corner walking two and two, not 
soberly as pious folks move in procession, 
but with stout manly strides, and wearing @ 
disguise of so uncouth a fashion, that the mo- 
ment they caught my eye I muttered a “God 
bless me!” and asked who they were.— 
They were clothed in black sackcloth from 
top to toe, girded round the waist; and the 
hood not only came over the head, but fell be- 
fore the face down to the breast, with two 
small peep holes for the eyes. Each carried 
a rosary in his hand, and each at his shoul- 
ders bore a black broad-brimmed hat. “Dio 
mene guardi! ma chi sono questi?” My Ital- 
ian cooly answered, “ La Misericordia.”— 
Whether, owing to the word misericordia, or 
to their sackcloth and rosaries, or both, or 
what I know not, but without further ques 
tion I set them down in my mind as penitents 
on their way to some sort of devotion ; and 
very sorry I was, they could not be aghast 
at their own consciences without wearing’ 
so frightful an appearance. 

It happened within a week, that a house 
under repair, on the Lung’-Arno, fell down, 
with the exception of the front wall, on the 
workmen, who had incautiously disturbed! 











* Doct. Chr. L. 3. chap. 5. 
+ Ibidem chap. 22. 
$ Contr. Advers. leg. et Prophet. L. 2, 6, 13. 
§ D. Genes. L. 4. chap. 10. 











~ | Sermo I. im Psal. 48. Ibid L. 2. chap. 39. 
@ De Doct. Chris. L. 2. chap. 36, 
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: ite side | but was very faint ; upon which the covering | posal : “ Let us,”’ said he, ‘** purchase with 
the foundation. : btn of. ae hy owe Treg of the tines was pulled up higher, and as}part of this money six litters, to serve for 
sat oP Pathe d nse cloud of dust, till|they bore her to the hospital, they stopped|the six divisions of the city, and let us in 
ed the noise and t vafted it away, and the|two or three times at the turnings of the|turns attend with them. Thus we shall be 
the wind ay, hele me. Four were |streets, in order to dispose the covering, so|in readiness to carry to their houses, or to 
mischief was Clear and a fifth clung to the |as to afford her as much air as possible, and | the hospital, all those who may be taken with 
buried in the, teot on the window-sill at |at the same time to shelter her from the sun. | sudden illness, or who fall from a scaffolding 
wall, with his saaieen he had Jeaped from | Such quiet and unaffected benevolence, such|or otherwise be grieveously injured in our 
the’second story» W ont of the crash. As|a tender regard for the ease and comfort of|streets, and stand in need of their fellow- 
os Se uld allow any one to|this poor woman, showed the Brothers to me | creatures’ assistance ; and we will also carry 
goon as the Pider Win before the house, |in another light, and I was rejoiced to see|to the churches the bodies of such as may 
act, a long co ue Y of tele’ slowly _moy-|that their kindness was equal to their hero-| fall down dead, or be slain, or be drowned ; 
was oe ie ait Fes situation. As he|ism. They no longer appeared to me so un-|and let us agree that for each several journey 
— @d from his Add in safety, a loud bell in}couth ; and, as I continued to walk near/|of this sort, the porters shall receive a giulo 
reached the geo then stopped and toll-|them, it struck me there was a very benig-|(sixpence) from the box.” This not only 
the city tolled i heard the crowd "about me | nant expression in a pair of eyes seen thro’|met with approbation, but each individual 
ed again: ar tt co is the bell of the Mi-|their sackcloth masks. I also beheld below |took an oath to observe it. Their labours 
say, “ os h ‘will soon be here !” Those |their habits, that two of them wore black|began, and they pursued them with so much 
* eenerttl rhood brought ladders of|silk stockings. This rather surprised me ;| diligence and charity (says their chronicler) 
in the em a spades, and pickaxes, to|but I learnt that all ranks of persons are en-|that every man in the city greatly applauded 
various —- A across the bridge | rolled in the Misericordia—tradesmen, gen-|these porters, sometimes offering them three 
wm ak soitentl as I had imagi-|tlemen, nobles, and the Grand Duke himself. | giuh, as a present, for a single journey ; but 
came those blac ye almout at a run, and| Not to detain the reader by particularizing |this the old man, Piero, would not allow, 
ned them, as their shoulders. The {a variety of circumstances under which, both | bidding them perform their duty cheerfully, 
pearing a litter po them, and they climbed |in Pisa and Florence, I have watched the|and without bribes, and to wait for their 
crowd made ae the bunk ‘of the house, with|prompt attendance of the Brothers, I pro-| farther reward in eternity. 
into the rsyguehy ickaxes. From the moment |ceed to give you a short historical account| Such was the commencement of the Mis- 
the spades _ TNched ‘itis spoken ; all was|of the institution. 'This has been done, and|ericordia, a society that has never relaxed 
they came, canhe peeatalt ened of the rela-lin the highest terms of praise, by the late|in its zeal, through so many ceuturies, and 
oo gettin for the event. Inashort while | Professor Pictet, in the ‘“ Bibliotheque Uni-|under all the changes of government. What- 
fom, wo | 4 ht out one of the sufferers, | verselle” for 1822 ; end it appears he was|ever enemy entered Florence, these brothers 
o aoe de lee! bruised ; they pla- the first traveller who considered them wor-|and their property were always respected. 
ieebiible t0 tor and *S him to the hos-|thy of such notice. Upon reference to seve-|'The French, their last invaders, did more,— 
ced him in ; : we a party of soldiers arri-|ral Italian works, and especially to that of|they entrusted them with a set of keys to the 
pital. me cee crowd back from the front | Placido Landini, I am sorry to observe ma-|city-gates, that they might not be impeded 
ware th t also should fall ; while the | ny inaccuracies in the professor’s account. I|in their labours : and Napoleon was prepar- 
Me Durdless of the - danger still | shall therefore follow those writers who have | ing to establish a similar institution at Paris, 
or ai wa indefatigably. I saw three | derived their information directly from the|when his own downfall put an end to the 
so thew workmen brought from the ru-|archives of the establishment ; adding to | scheme. 
* 4 carried to the hospital ; the fourth|}them what I have learnt through the kind- 
we killed, and they bore away his body on | ness of several gentlemen, ‘Capi di Guardia’, 
a Mer. to the company. at | ! ; . 
. . : Those who contend we excel our forefa-| For this purpose, as their funds were ineffi- 
After having ms em ott ee med thers in humanity and charity, will be sur-|cient, they appealed to their fellow-citizens, 
pains oo u i wes losendi mak-| prised to hear that the Compagnia della|and placed at the door of the Baptistery, a 
therhood 0 ste them. I was told it was|Misericordia, the most conspicuous, even in| painting of a dead Christ, with the box at the 
a - :~ seuthon first established |the present day, for those virtues, has ex-|foot of it, bearing this inscription,—Fate 
he - emma scneaina Brothers: ‘were very |isted for nearly siz hundred years within the |elemosine per i poveri infermi e bisognosi 
ie Florence : . a Tuscan cities, and that| walls of Florence. It was established in| della citta.’’? Give alms to the poor sick and 
en to be always read to succour | 1240; and its origin was extremely curious. | infirm of the city. It was on the 13th of Jan. 
their ne ~ n ya hor priests ?”| At that period of the Republic, when the|and the people, eager to evince their grati- 
ha 4 ays y p sane number of priests are | citizens were acquiring immense profits from |tude, and to encourage them, flocked from 
a0 ie » sain them.” ‘ Then it is not|the manufacture of woollen cloth, the city-jall quarters to that church-door with their 
— 0 oe meal 1” “Not at all;|porters were numerous, and usually took|alms ; and before the day ended, the box 
Gineqpons Pome _ - santend that they their stand round the church of the Baptis-|could not contain the offerings, so that the 
a Pipa , “ 2. roma to you, a|tery, near the Cathedral. In fact, for the|money lay heaped on the lid. From this 
would render t yer — ‘ohne oF lls mati part, they lived there ; and during the | contribution, more than one apartment was 
foreigner and a4 me arth inquire into|intervals of work, they ate their meals and | purchased, not hired; and the Porters con- 
Cetholic oulmnens. “ tn Pe fellow being | drank their wine, or played at various games, | tinued unweariedly in their works of beney- 
pt ms sd “tine conutioan,'? g either on the Piazza, or on the sheds erected olence, till at the end of a few years the 
Tbe Smnitiens shale bell tolled, I hurried | for their accommodation. One among them, | Archbishop convened them before him and 
from my lodgings to attend them on their,| Piero di Luca Borsi, an old and devout|blessed them. ‘The benediction was “in 
i Th 8 a ked very fast, and not a|man, was highly scandalized at the cursing|honor and glory of the most Holy Virgin, 
= a + Ao i‘. 7 i ee their | and swearing of his companions. Therefore,|and of St. Peter. Martyr, and of St. John 
word was spoken. 4 ‘ ll was chan-|as their elder he proposed that he who should | the Baptist, and in reverence of St. Tobias, 
= - — a hee "§ followed them | hereafter take God’s or the Virgin’s name in|their Protector; and masses were ordained, 
newer ee na city, on the south] vain, should be mulcted to the amount of aj with litanies and prayers, for the souls of 
side tthe A. sinihiien stopped before a|crazia (three farthings) ; and that the saidjall benefactors to the institution.” How 
litle ‘sae Sale a a old woman lay|crazia should be dropped through a small agreeable to read of an Archbishop’s exer- 
ashe aap with her ine broken. The lit-|hole into a certain ape he an end might wt e his divinity in the cause of humani- 
o such vain and sinful conversation. | ty ! : 
ter, a covered one, poe serena, 44 A tage porters agreed, and the difficul-} The Porters would by no means consent 
by:her side ; then without a 4 ing a bad habit caused the box|to admit the other workmen of the city ; 
the utmost attention and gentleness, they |ty of conquering hich the 1 formed 
Placed her within it, and immediately it was|to be well nigh filled. Piero then reminded|upon which the atter formed a separate 
raised i their shoulders. One of the |\them that, for the benefit of their souls, the society of their own. They were afterwards 
Brothers tuhed her some questions in a whis- |contents of the box ought to be employed in | united together, under the title of “La Com- 
per/and she replied that she felt no pain, |acts of charity, and made the following pro- | pagnia della Misericordia, on the 2nd of 








After Piero’s death, the porters were de- 
sirous of hiring an apartment, where they 
might hold the meetings of their new society. 
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October, 1423, and governed by eight Cap- 
tains, a Notary, and a Purveyor. It also 
appears that during the contentions of the 
Guelfi and Ghibellini, the society experien- 
ced a slight division, which however soon 
ceased,—a rivalship in deeds of pure good- 
will, could not but allay the fury of party- 
spirit. 
TO BE CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 
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The last account from our Right Rev. and 
justly respected Bishop, left him in good 
health. We are delighted to find that he was 
elected PROMOTER.—His solid, practical 
sense and extensive acquirements well quali- 
fied him for such an Office. The Provincia 
Councit rose on Sunday last—The Members 
soon after visited the seat of the Venerable 
Cuaries Carroii of Carrolton, after which 
our worthy Prelate proceeded to Georgetown 
to confer Minor Orders, and the plenitude of 
the Priesthood on the several Candidates. 
We shall have the satisfaction of seeing him 
in Boston in the course of the following 
week.—He will be accompanied by “ the 
pious, learned and Venerable Bisnor Rosa- 
Ti,” and two attendant Clergymen. We are 
glad to be informed that these Gentlemen 
will spend a few days among us. 








Newspapers from various parts of the 
country are pouring in upon us, and request 
‘‘an exchange.” We are sorry to state to 
the Gentlemen Editors and Proprietors, that 
owing to the plan on which we commenced, 
we cannot consistently meet their wishes. 
Their liberality and philanthropy will, we 
are certain, most readily excuse us, when 
they are assured that the sole object of Our 
Paper is to explain, defend and diffuse the 
Principles of the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Religion, and that should the in- 
come of this paper exceed the expenses, the 
overplus will be exclusively devoted to the 
establishment of a Roman Catholic Asylum 
in Boston, or its immediate vicinity, for the 
maintenance and education of poor Catholic 
Children, whose morals and Religion may 
thus be preserved from temptation and per- 
version. 

Such love of neighbour being a paramount 
consideration under existing circumstances, 
our anxiety is to raise funds as speedily as 
possible for the execution of so laudable a 
design, which would be considerably retar- 
ded, if not almost defeated, by an exchange, 
in the propriety of which although our very 
souls concur, yet a desire to break bread to 
the hungry, to clothe and shelter and edu- 
cate the naked, the houseless and the igno- 
rant, painfully obliges us not to reciprocate. 
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We are always gratified at being able to 
inform our subscribers of the Catholic News 
of the day, from Baltimore, the Capital of 
the State of Maryland, which was founded 
by Irish Catholics, whose noble Countryman 
and leader, first gave to the Western Colo- 
nies, a beautiful and exemplary model of 
Political Government—a model, which the 
Virginia Framer of the United States’ Mag- 
na Charta had in view, which had been for- 
tunately acted upon by the illustrious Signers 
of Republican Independence ; and which, 
while it triumphantly proves the liberality and 
congeniality of the True Cuurcn, to every 
form of rational Government, exposes the 
narrow-mindedness and exterminating char- 
terof Heresy. Catholicity, whose foundations 
are deeply laid in the rock of the everlasting 
promise, looks down with formidable scorn 
upon the pigmy and pitiful attempts of Sec- 
tarianism, with its host of foul libellers, scur- 
rilous scribblers, and unprincipled calum- 
niators, who exhaust the armory of false- 
hood, to injure her.—Sue, as the permanent 
and impenetrable pillar of Truth, protected 
by the panoply of Heaven, braves their un- 
righteous, lying efforts, and commands such 
arms, which Sue considers as degrading as 
they are ungodly, to recoil with accumulated 
force on the heads of those who wear the 
mark, and the mask of the Beast. 

We hail with joy the fruitful harvest of 
Morality, Conversion and Catholicity, which 
the Provinciat Synop will be instrumental 
in gathering into the Granary of the Celes- 
tial Kingdom. The One, Holy, and Apos- 
tolic Sun of Catholicity, is hourly rising into 
meridian splendour, and is fast scattering his 
rays of eternal light through the moral 
sky of the Western World. Impetuous 
and irresistible is His course through the 
empire of the American Mind, which has 
been too long clouded by the gloomy and 
noxious miasms of Heretical Infidelity. The 
Spiritual darkness which veiled the cheering 
vista of Life from our Republican mind, is 
rapidly retreating into its kindred region. 
The unholy alliance of Mendacious Tract- 
mongers, Mercenary Bible-mongers, pecula- 
ting Missionaries, and modern Pharisees, in- 
dividuals, poor individuals, destitute of a 
solid education, unacquainted with genuine 
Ecclesiastical history, possessing, it is to be 
feared, very little morality, or honesty, deter- 
mined to gull a free and independent commu- 
nity, and feast and fatten upon their credulity, 
are justly panic struck.—They can no longer 
support the illusion. To their confusion, they 
know not what plan to adopt, or rather, what 
conspiracy to form to tear up the aged, but 
ever blooming tree of Apostolic Catholicity, 
whose strong and extensive roots are im- 
movably fixed in the last vegetative principle 





of the earth—the Consummation of the world 

Light, as in the infancy of Creation, lem 
through the gloom, and the Chaos of Heresy 
makes way for the visitation of the Catholic 
Orient fromon High. A Catholic Galaxy 
has already commenced from the great City 
of Mexico, which is to spread through the 
immense regions of the two Americas, and 
to blend with the congenial light thatis now 
irradiating the Russian mind. This will in- 
deed constitute a high road of Salvation to 
millions who have been straying in the 
valley of death. To them will it be “ the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.” How pleas- 
ing is such a prospect! 

Let Abecedarian Stammerers inthe Science 
of Literature, Policy, and Religion,—Let 
Nothingarian Jugglers, and all the enemies of 
our Crucified Jesus, and his infallible Church, 
gaze, and be converted. 


Let them not exclaim, as did the stiff. 
necked, stupid, God-forgetting people of Israel 
on beholding the face of Moses, when the 
effulgence of the Divinity blazed upon it, 
*‘ Let not the Lord speak to us, lest we die.” 


Let them indulge in the frozen and freezing 
luxuries of their naked Meeting-house walls, 
the dreary aspect which they present, the cold 
heartedness, and sickly imaginations which 
they must produce, and the capricious, phar- 
isaical, “long prayers,” there put forth, 
Let them leave to us, the melting, endearing 
associations of a suffering God-man on Cal- 
vary’s Mount, the eloquent delineations of 
Catholic Martyrdom, Purity and Sanctity— 
the expressive ritual observances of our 
Christian Church, more solid, and yet more 
refined, than those which God formerly order- 
ed the Jews to follow. 


Let them leave to us, the enforcement of 
making restitution, doing penance for sin, and 
the avoidance of a relapse. Let them allow 
us to offer up, according to the Prophetic 
vision of Malachy, a clean oblation in every 
place, in the name of the Lord. In spite of 
the obduracy of their heart, the shallowness 
of their conceptions, the inordinate charac- 
ter of their passions and Satanic pride, 
their willful ignorance of Scripture, of Apos- 
tolic usage, their sinning against the Holy 
Ghost, let them, and they must allow us, the 
consoling, the stupendous doctrine, practice 
and power of TRANSuBSTANTIATION. Yes=We 
tell them to “hear the Church”—but their 
pride and human respect will not, unfortu- 
nately for their souls, permit them. Let 
them hear their Saviour God, who says my 
flesh is food in deed, and my blood is drink in 
deed. Let them hear and obey Him, when 
He declares, that, ‘‘unless you eat the body 
and drink the blood of the Son of Man, you 
cannot have life in you.” But, let them not 
say what their incredulous, spiritual progeni- 
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tors said of old—* How can he give us his 


. flesh to eat ” 
+, #Jtisa hard saying, and who can bear it? 
And they walked no more with him” !!! 

The questions which the learned Tertul- 
lian, in the Second Century, put to the self- 
righteous impestors of his day, we can 
safely propose to the Seducers of a good, 
a brave, an excellent people in our time: 
4 Who are you? When, and whence, came 
ye? What business have you on my estate, 

u, who are none of mine? Marcion, by 
what right do you cut down my wood? Or 

ou, Valentinus, do you turn my streams? 
Or Apelles, do you move my boundaries ” 
The possession, is mine. What right have 
any others to sow and feed here, as they may 
choose ? The possession, I say, is mine ; has 
been long mine ; mine first :* the title deeds 
are in my hands, derived from them whose 
property it was. I am the heir of the Apos- 
tles. As they settled it by will, on the con- 
ditions they prescribed, I hold it. You they 
disinherited, as aliens and enemies. And 
why are you such, but by the diversity of 
the doctrine, which each one of you, as he 
was disposed, produced or received against 
those Apostles? Where this diversity of doc- 
trine is, there will the Scriptures and the ex- 
pounding of them be adulterated.” 

With our Redeemer as our Instructor, and 
our Guide, we exclaim—‘* We know you 


not.” Such evanescent beings, no two of 


whom think, or believe exactly alike, cannot 
-withstand the North-west-like wind of Catho- 
lic argumentation. Their houses built upon 
the sand, are torn up [from their unstable 
foundations, and become the sport of the 
winds of heaven. In vain is their effort to 
prop them; In vain will they endeavor to for- 
tify and secure them by the rubbish of heresy, 
or the accumulated obloquy and loathesome 


misrepresentation of the Augean Stable of 


Infidelity. The innate virtue, reflection, 
good sense, and education of this free 
country, must eventually sweep such moral 
Ephemerides from the horizon of notice and 
respect. The atmosphere will thus become 
purified ; the cloudless Sun of True Religion 
will mantle with his fostering beams this 
“land of the Free, this home of the brave.” 
Then, indeed, will America become free, 
truly enlightened, independent, and happy 
in time and eternity. 








* Mea est possessio; olim possideo ; prior possideo. 
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3l. Secondly, from the words of Christ, 
(which perfectly coincide with those of Isaiah 
already cited,) Matth. 16. 18. The gates of 
Hell shall not prevail against it. On which 


passage, St. Augustine in his Book to the 
Catachumens, on the Creed, thus writes: 
The Church herself is Holy, She is One, She is 
True, She is Catholic; She fights against all 
Heresies. She can conquer, but cannot be con- 
quered. All Heresies went out of her, and 
were lopped off from the vine, as useless 
branches. But she remains in her root, in 
her vine, and in her charity ; Against her the 
gates of Hell shall never prevail. Whereby 
he evidently speaks of the visible Church, 
out of which all Heretics went; for they 
could not go out of the invisible Church, in 
which they had never been, since in this are 
the predestined alone. Therefore, accord- 
ing to St. Augustine, the visible Church is 
the One, True, Hoty, and CarnoticChurch, 


prevail. 


and administer the Sacraments. 


phans. Jn. 14. 18. 


stool. Ps. 109. 2. 


33. This testimony is made use of by St 


expostulating with Christ: 


T once was, but am no more. 


the fewness of my days. 


in this world ? 


And he declared to me, 





32. Thirdly, from the words of Christ, in| and their deluded followers. 
Matth. 23. 19 Going therefore teach ye all\be more clearly understood, we will pre- 
nations, §c. And behold I am with you all|viously shew what the Donatists formerly 
days, even to the consummation of the world.|taught; next, what the Lutherans and Cal- 
As if he had said, I send you into the whole | vinists now teach of the Church. The Don- 
world, to preach the Gospel unto the Heathen, | atists taught that the Catholic Church, which 
You will, |had before been spread over the whole world, 
indeed, in the course of your mission, meet|had afterwards perished in consequence of 
with many dangers, and adversities, because |the crime of one Cecilius, Bishop of Car- 
the Devil, who has his idelatrous worship- thage, and only remained in that part of 
pers every where, will persecute you in the| Africa which adhered to Donatus, as St. 
most cruel manner ; but have confidence, be | Augustine testifies in his book on Heresies, 
courageous, for I will not forsake you: I|chap. 69. 
will be present with you, and your succes- 
sors, even to the end of the world. I say, 
yes, I will be present with you, who a short |that the Catholic Church, which had been 
time ago declared, I will not leave you Or- 
I who said, have con- 
| fidence, Ihave overcome the world, Jn. 16.33. I 
against whom the Prince of this world hath 
not any thing. I, to whom the Father hath] 4 nti-Christ. 
promised, I will make thine enemies thy foot- 


Augustine in Conc. Ps. 101. against the Don-|tress, and an apostate. 
atists, where he introduces the Church thus |Standing all this, that it afterwards revived 
What is this|in that part of Europe which adhered to Lu- 
that I hear; am I ignorant of the murmurs of \ther. In the first and the third point, they 
those, who fave receded from me? What! do|exactly agree with the Donatists, but in the 
they who are lost themselves, assert that I have second they are worse. 
perished? For they positively assert this, that |ever St. Augustine and the other Fathers 
Declare unto me | Wrote against the Donatists, that, they may 
How long shall I be be said, with equal or greater propriety, to 
Tell me for their sakes, who | have written against the Lutherans and Cal- 
assert that I once was, but am no more, the | Vinists. 

Church of all nations apostatized and perished. 





Cathehe Church is not now, but once was, 
she apostatized and perished,” Against these 
it may be lawful also to exclaim: What! am 
I ignorant of the murmurs of those who 
have departed from me? Why do they who 
are lost themselves, say that I also have per- 
ished? Hast not thou, O Lord, declared : 
Behold I am with thee all days, even to the 
consummation of the world? Thou didst 
not, certainly, say: I will be with thee only 
fifteen hundred years, and afterwards I will 
desert thee, even in the time of Luther and 
Calvin ; but unequivocally hast Thou stated 
the terms, all days, even to the end of the 
world. 


34. Finally, all the arguments which were 
formerly made use of by St. Augustine and 


against which the gates of Hell can never |the other Fathers against the Donatists, are 


truly applicable to the Lutherans, Calvinists, 
That this may 


35. The Lutherans and Calvinists teach 
nearly the same thing. First, they assert 


spread over the whole world, for the space 
of fifteen hundred years, afterwards perished 
in consequence of the crimes of the Roman 
Pontiff, whom they are pleased to designate 
Secondly, that it had so en- 
tirely perished, that it no where existed, 
either in Europe, in Asia, or in Africa, but 
.|had every where been detected as an adul- 
Thirdly, notwith- 


Therefore, what- 


36. The consequence then, of this con- 


‘“‘ Behold, I am with | clusion is, that, since the Church of Christ, 
you all days, even to the consummation of|as we have now proved, ¢éannot err or fail 
the world.” » Remark here how St. Augus-|in faith, by reason of the special assistance 
tine goads the Lutherans and Calvinists, | and protection of the Holy Ghost, which was 
through the sides of the Donatists, who also} promised to her by Christ: her authority 
assert, what they formerly asserted: ‘“ the | ought to be considered of the greatest weight 
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and importance in matters of Faith and Re- 
ligion. This authority, St. Augustine fre- 
quently and strongly commends, in lib. con- 
tra epist. Manichei, cap. 5. where he says: 
IT would not believe the Gospel, unless the au- 
thority of the Catholic Church induced ‘me to 
do so. Again in lib. de unitate credendi ad 
Honoratum, cap. 17. When, therefore, we 
witness so great a manifestation of the protec- 
tion of God, such success, such fruit, can we 
hesitate to bury ourselves in the bosom of that 
Church, which has obtained the highest sum- 
mit of authority, from the Apostolic See, 
through an uninterrupted succession of Bish- 
ops, in spite of all the pitiful brawlings of Here- 
tics? A refusal of supremacy to Her, argues 
the height of impiety, or of downright arro- 
gance.—Let our adversaries mind this. 

Furthermore, on the authority of the 
Church is founded this common rule, which 
Catholics perpetually urge: No man can 
err in Faith or Religion, who thinks, as the 
whole Church thinks ; or what is the same, 
any one can safely and securely embrace or 
reject that which the whole Church embraces, 
or rejects. St. Augustine, in all cases, al- 
ways adhered to this rule, and according to 
it defined the following points : 

1st. That prayers should be offered up for 
the dead, (Lib. de cura pro mortuo, cap. 1.) 

2d. ‘That infants should be baptized, 
(Epist. 28. ad Hieron.) 

3d. That the faith of the Sponsors is 
available to the infants, (lib. 3. de libero arbi- 
trio, cap. 23.) 

4th. That Heretics should not be re-bap- 
tized, (Book 1. against Cresconius the Gram- 
marian, cap. 3.) 

5th. That the Book of the Gospel, ac- 
cording to St. Matthew, is Canonical, and 
not the Book of Manicheus, as was con- 
tended in his time, (Book against Faustus, 
cap. 2.) am 

6th. That Heretics and Schismatics are 
not to be cut off from all hope provided they 
repent, (Book of the exposition of the Epis- 
tle to the Romans.) 

38. Finally, to say once for all, in every 
thing, the Judgment of the Church should be 
followed. (See Epist. 118. of St. Augustine 
to Januarius, where he says, In relation to 
these things, I thus answer : Since the authori- 
ty of the divine Scriptures prescribes, there can 
be no doubt but that we ought to act according 
to what we read ; so that we should not dispute 
how the Sacrament is to be understood. We 
should act in like manner, +f any of these things 
are practised by the Universal Church through- 
out the whole world: in such acase to dispute 
whether we ought to conform to Her, argues the 
most insolent madness. Such was the rule of 





St. Augustine. Although some of the above 
points, which we have brought forward as 
examples, are usually proved from the Tra- 
dition of the Apostles, as may be seen in the 
article on Tradition, in the preceding pa- 
pers; yet this is no objection to their being 
proved from the authority of the Church, 
especially since it is from the practice, judg- 
ment, and authority of the Church that we 
learn what are, and what are not Apostolic 
Traditions. 

40. We follow, with St. Augustine, the 
same rule ;—-and from it we infer that 
those do not err who believe in, and defend 
Purgatory, the Sacrifice of the Mass, the In- 
vocation of the Saints, and the like, which 
were received and approved with the unani- 
mous consent of the whole Church, before 
Luther and Calvin were born. 

If our adversaries reject this rule, they 
can have no certainty in matters of faith and 
Religion, as we shall demonstrate in the con- 
clusion of this chapter.—In our next we shall 
refute the objections of our adversaries. 











{From the U. States Catholic Miseellany.] 


The Northern mails due on Thursday and 
yesterday have not been received, conse- 
quently we have not had it in our power to 
give so full a report of the proceedings of 
the Provincial Synod, as we anticipated. 
We feel grateful to our attentive Correspon- 
dent for the communications with which he 
has favoured us, and trust, we shall be able 
in the next number of the Miscellany to fur- 
nish a perfect and conclusive account of 
that August and Venerable Assembly, which 
is, but the commencement in this country 
of a series of Councils, which in every age 
of the Christian ra, when heresy and 
schism were spread wide abroad, restored 
peace and confidence to the faithful, pointed 
to them the rock to which they should cling ; 
and by wise councils and monitions, warned 
them of the danger of error in morality, as 
of apostacy from the faith. 





The Rev. Mr. Bourpet, Vicar-General of 
the Floridas, arrived here from New-York, 
on the 7th inst. The very Rev. Gentleman 
preached to a crowded congregation on last 
Sunday, in the French language, in the 
Catholic Church, Hasel-street. He will 
preach to-morrow, in the same Church at the 
High Mass, and after Vespers in the Cathe- 
dral, and in the course of the ensuing week 
will proceed to St. Augustine. 





ORDINATIONS. 


Ba.timore.—lIn the Metropolitan Church, 
on Sunday, the 6th ult. the Holy Order of 
Priesthood was conferred on the Rev. Fran- 
cis B. Jamison, a native of Fredericktown, 
Maryland, by the Most Rev. Dr. James 
WHiTtTFIELp. 

The Right Rev. Josern Rosati, Bishop 
of St. Louis and Administrator of New- 
Orleans, at the request of the Most Rey. 
Archbishop of Baltimore, conferred the Ton- 
sure and Minor Orders on JoserH Maria 
GonzaLes, and JosepH Maximian Brito, 





Vou. I 
both of the Diocess of J 
0 s of Jucata, in Mexi 
- ge the 4th October, in the Chureh 
of St. Mary’s, attached to the Semi 
Baltimore. _ 

The above Gentlemen received Subdea- 
conship from the same Prelate, on Tuesda 
the 6th, in St. Mary’s. They were to re. 
ceive Deaconship and Priesthood in the 
course of the same week. 





New-Yorx.—On Saturday, the 19 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, ath Right 2 
Dr. Dusots conferred the Holy Order of 
Priesthood on the Rev. Witu1aMm QuARTER 
lately a Student in Divinity in Mount St 
Mary’s College, Emmettsburg, Maryland. : 





_Monrrear.—Saturday last, a general Or- 
dination took place at St. James’ Church 
where his Lordship the Bishop of Telmesse, 
promoted to different degrees of Ecclesias. 
tical preferment, 29 young Gentlemen. The 
benefits that arise to this part of the Pro- 
vince from the administration of the Sacra- 
ment of Holy Orders are obvious, as, on for- 
mer occasions, candidates were obliged to 
proceed to Quebec, or elsewhere. The fol- 
lowing are the names of the different per- 
sons admitted : 

To the Tonsure—P. Menard, L. Deligny, 
P. Brunette, J. Dupuis, J. Larocque, 0. 
Archambault, G. Marchessault, J. A. Mc- 
Kay. 

To Minor Orders—S. Raymond, V. Mig- 
nault, L. Vinette, D. Denis, P. Clairoux, 0. 
Giroux, F. X. Deseve, V. Plaignet, F. Per- 
rault, E. Birs, C. Larocque, H. Aubertin. 

To Subdeaconship—P. Archambault, J. La- 
marre. 

To Deaconship—Et. Lavoit, P. Burke, 
J. B. Labella. 

To Priesthood—J. Quivillon, J. Leheureux, 
J. O. Boucher, M. Turcot.—Jrish Vindicator. 





HIGH MASS ON SUNDAY. 


Celebrant—the Most Rev. Archbishop. 
Assisting Priest, The Very Rev. Vicar Gen- 
eral. Deacon, The Rev. Roger Smith, Rec- 
tor of the Cathedral. Subdeacon, Rev. 
Constantine Pise, Vicar of the Cathedral. 
Assisting Deacons, The Very Rev. Superior 
of the Jesuits in America; The Rev. Supe- 
rior of the Seminary. ‘The Bishops assisted 
with Cope and Mitre. The Administrator 
with Cope, but without Mitre. The Theolo- 
gians and other Priests were dressed in Sa- 
cerdotal Vesture. The other Priests were 
The Rev. James H. Jubert and Rev. Alexius 
Elder, of St. Mary’s Seminary, Rev. James 
Mulion, of the Diocess of Cincinnati, Rev. 
F. McKoskers of the Diocess of Philadelphia, 
Rev. Mr. Pardow, of the Diocess of New- 
York. After Mass, the Right Rev. Bishop 
of Charleston, kept the congregated thou- 
sands entranced for two hours, whilst he ex- 
plained the nature of the Pallium which was 
to be given to the Archbishop, and its refer- 
ence to the Unity, Apostolicity, and Catho- 
licity of the Church. He adverted also to 
the nature of Church Government, and shew- 
ed it to be paternal, not despotic. The 
Council, he observed, was convened for 
promoting the good government of the faith- 
ful throughout the United States, by adopting 
regulations conformable to the spirit of the 





general Law of the Church. Much could 
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Mo Qu. : 
not, he said, be now effected, since the Bish- 
ops would but become acquainted with each 
er and the state of their respective Dio- 
cesses. After the Sermon, wherein perspi- 
cuity of arrangement without formality, 
force of argumentation without dryness, 
propriety of language without affectation, 
were remarkable; the Pallium was given 
by the Right Rev. Bishop of Boston, in the 
rescribed form. ‘The Synod was then open- 
ed according to the Ceremonial ; the officers 
appointed ; and the whole terminated by the 
Archiepiscopal benediction. At 5, P. M. 
the Vespers were solemnly sung, the Bishops 
and Priests being dressed, as in the morning. 
The Right Rev. Bishop of Boston gave an 
energetic discourse on the importance of 
salvation, and the day’s duties ended at 
about 7 o’clock by the Benediction of the 
Adorable Sacrament. What a day of con- 
solation, for Baltimore, and for the faithful 
of the Union! What an august and venera- 
ble assembly! How divine is the Religion 
which by so solemn a ceremony impresses 
on the minds and hearts of men the greatness 
of the things above ! 

The second solemn Session was held on 
Monday. ‘The public congregation at 4, 
Pp. M. 





IRELAND. 


It isremarked that at the trials for the mur- 
ders arising out of the party frays and Or- 
ange processions in the North of Ireland, at 
the different assizes, there is scarcely an in- 
stance of a Catholic being acquitted, or an 
Orangeman condemned. In this unhappy 
country there seems to be one law for the 
Catholic and another for the Protestant, and 
this is in effect avowed even from the bench. 





TUAM CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL. 


The Rev. Mr. Burxe, P. P. of Westport, 
acknowledges with equal feelings of respect 
and gratitude, the receipt of 50/. being the 
third and fourth instalment of the Mar- 
quis of Sligo’s subscription towards the Tu- 
am Cathedral. This seasonable and princely 
donation cannot be too much appreciated, at 
a moment when, in the absence of his Grace, 
the Most Rev. Dr. Ke.uey, the funds towards 
erecting this magnificent temple, are much 
exhausted. The Committee for the Tuam 
Cathedral, and indeed the Roman Catholic 
Clergy of this extensive Archdiocess, shall 
hear with lasting gratitude of this liberal do- 
nation towards an edifice to which every eye 
is turned. The Roman Catholics of this 
Province are already aware of the interest 
kindly manifested by the most Noble the 
Marquis of Sligo for their Metropolitan 
Chapel. 'T’o his introductions, the Rev. Mr. 
Nicuotson then actively engaged in collect- 
ing subscriptions in London, owed a good 
deal of the donations of the exalted and the 
benevolent of his Lordship’s acquaintance in 
England—the Duke of Sussex, Marquis of 
Clanricarde, G. R. Dawson, Bishop of Nor- 
wich, &c. &c. &c. were then among the 
number of subscribers.—-Mayo Free Press. 





A NEW JUBILEE. 
A Bull from Rome arrived in town on 
Saturday, for his Grace the Most Rev. Dr. 
Morray, in favour of a New Jubilee. 





Paris, Aug-nWe have just received the 
letter of the Pope to all the faithful, followed 
by the mandement of the Archbishop of Paris, 
for the universal Jubilee, granted by Pivs 
VIII. on his accession.—Dublin Weekly Re- 
gister. 





Arrival of a Catholic Bishop in Trinidad. 


Port or Spain, Trinmpap, June 29. 

The Roman Catholic Bishop for these 
Islands arrived this morning from London, 
and landed at the King’s wharf at twelve 
o’clock. He was received with the greatest 
rejoicings ; the military were drawn up on 
the King’s wharf; at his landing there was 
a grand salute from the fort ; he was accom- 
panied by a guard of honour from the wharf 
to the Chapel, amidst a countless number of 
spectators. 





Extract from the Journal of a Young Lady 
at Mount Benedict. 

‘* Wednesday, the 21st inst. was the day 
on which, according to the Ritual of the 
Catholic Church, was commemorated the 
Feast of St. Ursula, the patroness of this 
Order. Divine Service was performed by 
the Rev. Wm. Witey, the Right Rev. Dr. 
Fenwick, our venersble and worthy Prelate, 
being then absent. At the toll of the bell, 
we walked in slow procession from the School- 
room tothe Choir: The Chapel of the Ursu- 
lines exhibited, at once, a picture of elegance 
and simplicity. The Altar was encircled 
with flowers, and the walls decorated with 
hangings of scarlet cloth ; here we remained 
a few minutes, when the Reverend Celebrant 
made his appearance. Having arrived at 
the lower step of the Altar, a solemn sound 
from the Harp and Piano Forte announced 
the commencement of Mass. The Gloria 
was entoned, and chanted by the Choir, be- 
ing, at the same time, accompanied by the 
Instruments. The music was truly sublime, 
and the echo, I thought, seemed to reach 
Heaven itself, and “ penetrate to the throne 
of the Most High.” After the Gospel, the 
Reverend Orator delivered a moving and 
appropriate discourse. The subject of his 
text was taken from the words of the Psalmist, 
‘‘ Praise ye the Lord in his Saints.” In the 
first part, he addressed the Ladies of the In- 
stitute ; in the second, turning to our side, 
he exhorted us, in terms moving and per- 
suasive, to the zealous and incessant practice 
of our respective duties, moral and religious. 
After the sermon, High Mass was continued. 
If,hitherto, I was impressed with the solemni- 
ty of the occasion, I became much more so, 
when, at the Elevation, was struck up a Grego- 
rian. Chant. The Harp sent forth its notes 
with a peculiar, a felicitous effect, and con- 
veyed to my heart, sensations which words 
cannot describe. After this, a dead silence 
reigned throughout the Church: the Incense 
ascended before the Altar, and recalled to 
mind, with singular pleasure, those words of 
the Prophet Habacuc which I thought very ap- 
propriate to the occasion: ‘The Lord is in 
his Holy Temple, let all the earth be silent 
before him.” After a few moments, the 
music recommenced, and continued till the 
close of Divine Service, when we left the 
Chapel, happy indeed, to have been present 
at the first ceremony of the kind, performed 
at Mount Benedict. 





[From the Orthodox Journal] 
The Causes of the multitude of Religious 
Sects. 


Mr. Eprror,—I know not whether the 
state of Religion in England be more calcu- 
lated to excite sensations of astonishment or 
pity. What reasonable man can look around 
him, and view the various and discordant 
forms of religious worship, which have in 
every part of the realm their temples, their 
ministers, and their votaries, without being 
surprised that a nation, which has always 
been fond of the appellation of a thinking 
people, should have fallen into such absurdi- 
ties ! 

Quo vobis mentes, recte que stare volebant—Antehac %, 
Where is your Sense that was so good of old ? 

His wonder will increase when he reflects 
that each of these numerous sectaries be- 
lieves, that the Redeemer could establish on- 
ly one Church, and that this Church, essen- 
tially divine, is essentially immutable in her 
doctrine. His surprise will, however, be 
softened into pity at the thought, that, amidst 
the confused clamour of a thousand discord- 
ant creeds, the simple voice of truth is only 
heard in one Church, because revealed truth 
being essentially one, every other system of 
belief is essentially erroneous, odious to the 
Divinity, and pregnant with the seeds of rep- 
robation. Like the Pantheon of Pagan 
Rome, our Island is the receptacle of every 
religious absurdity ; and if in that ancient 
temple incense was burnt before the statue of 
every god that was adored in every nation, 
it is equally true that no system of religious 
worship ever yet appeared in the Christian 
world, which has not found numerous prose- 
lytesin England. This is certainly a real 
evil, an evil fruitful in the worst of conse- 
quences ; to eradicate it would be almost im- 
possible ; to point out its efficacious cause 
would be less difficult : and if the examina- 
tion of this cause does not effectually tend to 
annihilate the noxious effect, it will be at 
least pleasing for the Catholic to observe, 
that it never can exist in that Church of 
which he is a member, but that it is the very 
first consequence of a separation from his 
communion. 

The base passion of the Eighth Henry 
may justly be compared to the evil man who 
sowed cockle in the Lord’s vineyard. The 
noxious weed was nurtured by the spirit of 
reform and innovation during the infant 
reign of his son Edward ; and finally gained 
the ascendancy over the good grain, whilst 
the virgin Elizabeth held the reins of Church 
and State. The very first spring of Eng- 
land’s reformation was, at the same time, the 
roe of this evil, which we are lamenting. 

o sooner was the infallibility of the Chure 
cast off, no sooner were men left to think 
‘‘ what they pleased, and to speak what they 
thought,” (Dr. Watson,) than unequivocal 
symptoms of this evil began to appear and 
alarm the watchmen of the Holy City. Thrice 
was a regular system of belief drawn up and 
signed by the Clergy and Laity. In vain did 
the political Elizabeth express her Thirty-nine 
Articles in vague terms, in order to render 
them reconcileable to any discordant creed. 
The Protestant Church, because it was 1500 
years too novel to be the Church of Christ, 
laboured under an internal evil; its v 
life’s blood was corrupted. It wanted a» 
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principle of unity, and this essential want is| from the | 


certainly the cause of the multifarious and 
jarring systems of religion which excited our 
suprise, before the examination of their cause 


taught us rather to pity than to wonder at}. 


the blindness of our countrymen. As the 
reformers had rejected the infallibility of the 
See of Rome, which to the Catholic Church 
is a perennial source of unity, the Protes- 
tant Church would have pretended, with an 
ill grace, to that inerrency in faith, to which 
the Mother Church had laid claim for 1500 
years.—The Protestdnt Church is declared 
fallible, (Art. Eliz. 21.) and, asa first con- 
sequence, it follows, that her dogmas of faith 
may justly be arraigned before the private 
tribunal of each individual’s judgment. The 
same spirit that actuated the first innovations 
of religion in England did not die when the 
national creed was settled ; it whispered into 
the prurient ears of their successors; men 
listened, they began to examine the estab- 
lished creed: to some it appeared incon- 
sistent, to others too rigid, and to a third class 
too indulgent. The gospel freedom and lib- 
erty of conscience, which every English Pro- 
testant enjoys, prompted them to reform the 
already thrice-reformed creed; and hence 

g up the Puritans, the Methodists, the 
Quakers. the Independents, the Dippers, 
the Jumpers, and, in our own bad days, the 
visionary Southcottians. This evangelical 
liberty has produced in England a phenome- 
non not unlike that which is recorded inGen- 
esis.—When the men of the East (G. c. xi.) 
had formed the mad scheme of constructing 
a tower, whose summit should reach heaven, 
God was incensed at the daring presumption 
of the sons of Adam, and determined to con- 
vince them and their latest posterity that man 
ought not to undertake atask which lies within 
the sphere of Omnipotence. He cast among 
them the seeds of division, a confusion of 
tongues ensued, and the Tower was called Ba- 
bel, says the Jewish Legislator, because there 
the language of the whole earth was confound- 
ed.—(Gen xi. 9.) No sooner had the con- 
structors of the English Church attempted to 
raise an Ecclesiastical edifice, (the power of 
building,) which the Son of God had reserved 
to himself, (Matth. xvi. 18.) when a religious 
confusion of tongues was the consequence ; 
and how should it be otherwise? With Pro- 
testants the Scripture is the only rule of faith ; 
they reject Tradition and Church authority. 
As the Sacred Books are not easy to be un- 
derstood, and as they admit of various in- 
terpretations, and, again, as each individual’s 
judgment is different from that of his neigh- 
bour, it is absolutely impossible that men, 
who must judge for themselves, will pass the 
same judgment on the same subject. This 
rule connot explain itself, and consequently 
multifarious sects must exist, or recourse must 
be had to a principle of union. This prin- 
eiple does not exist in any Church but that 
of Rome. The Catholic rule of faith is the 
word of God, either contained in the Holy 
Scriptures, or handed down by Tradition ; 
but as this rule cannot explain itself, the 
Catholic believes his Church infallible in ap- 
plying it. Hence it would be inconsistent 


for division, in point of faith, to exist in the 
Catholic Church, as for day and night to 
reign with equal sway in the same hemisphere. 
He, who should refuse to submit to the de- 


wild foliage without restraint. The absence 
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of this uniting principle, then, has been the 
cause of the religious discord and disagree- 
ments which have so long existed in Eng- 
land; and that land, which was formerly of 
une tongue and the same speech, (Gen. supra,) 
now abounds with a thousand distinct reli- 
gions, which agree with each other in nothing 
but in execrating the creed of their fore- 
fathers. 


STATE OF ENGLAND WHEN 
CATHOLIC. 
In those ages, which are denominated 
‘“‘ dark and bigoted ” by the illuminated phi- 
losophists of the nineteenth century, English- 
men were strangers to religious jealousies 
and fabricated plots. United in faith, they 
acknowledged the supremacy of the Pope in 
all spiritual cases, but denied his having any 
authority to interfere in the civil or temporal 
concerns of the state, which appertained to 
the sovereign and the people. Neither did 
they believe in the infallibility of the Roman 
Pontiffs, or admit them to have the right to 
dictate such articles of faith for their cre- 
dence as might be necessary to further the 
views and aggrandizement of the See of 
Rome, as Protestant writers have asserted. 
On the contrary, the. English nation, in those 
dark periods, knew that it was out of the 
power of the Pope, or any of the clergy, to 
forge new creeds, and palm them on the 
people. Catholics, in all ages, considered 
the pastors of the church to be appointed, 
not for the purpose of leading them blind- 
fold in the ways of ignorance and supersti- 
tion, but to guard and protect those divine 
precepts, which had been delivered by Christ 
to his Apostles; and the Pope, whom they 
acknowledge to be Head Bishop, because 
subordination is requisite in every well-regu- 
lated society, is bound to govern according 
to the canons of the church, as laid down by 
its representatives, the bishops and superior 
order of the clergy, assembled in general 
council. Catholics never follow an arbitrary 
doctrine as Catholics.—The boundaries are 
prescribed, and the Pope cannot remove 
them.—If this mode of governing, then, be 
pespotism, the British Constitution, instead 
of being a system of mild and equitable rule, 
is the very essence of autocracy. Under the 
influence of this spiritual bondage, the peo- 
ple enjoyed the national blessings of an- 
nual Parliaments, uncorrupt senators, up- 
right judges, few laws, and little want of law- 
yers; short wars, and those generally re- 
dounding to the honor of the English name ; 
the expenses defrayed by an annual levy,and 
of course, no loans, no sinking fund, no per- 
manent taxes entailed on posterity. Stand- 
ing armies wholly unknown to the people; 
but the peace of the country confided to the 
civil power. No sinecurists, nor pensioners, 
nor courtly time-servers ; but a nobility bred 
to deeds of arms and feats of chivalry, and 
cherishing a love of freedom and indepen- 
dence; with a brave and hardy peasantry, 
enured to toil, and fired with their country’s 
love.—Thus, in those dark ages, the arms of 
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skill and the courage of the people, the king- 


of France was conquered, and. became 
an appendage to the crown. To this enyia- 
ble staté of affairs must be added a cler 
independent of the Crown, being chosen free 
according to the first article of the Great 
Charter, and thus forming a barrier between 
ministers and the people. Learned and dis. 
interested, to them we owe the progress and 
cultivation of the sciences and classical litera- 
ture. ‘They provided hospitals for the sick, 
and seminaries for poor children. Out. of 
their tythes, they proyided for the poor, and 
built and repaired churches; so that the far- 
mer and tradesman in those days were bur- 
thened neither with poor nor church rates, 
The monks, aye the lazy monks, let their 
farms at easy rents, and made allowances for 
unfavourable seasons, by which means abun- 
dance and population increased, and many 
villages were erected around their monas- 
teries, filled with a happy and contented 
people. These are Facts selected from the 
page of history, and exhibit a striking con- 
trast to the situation of the same island at 
this period of political wisdom and spiritual 
knowledge. 











POETRY. 
HYMN TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 


Hail, thou refalgent star, whose peerless ray 
Through life’s dark ocean guides our devious way! 
Hail, Virgin pure! bless’d Mother of our God! 
Heaven’s gate, by which he sought our mean abode! 





In thee, Eve’s doom revers’d we gladly find ; 
Whom Gabriel greets, most blest of woman kind ! 
As from her guilt entail’d sprung all our woe, 
From thee, O spotless Maid ! our bliss must flow. 


O then the sinner’s fett’ring bands unbind, 
And with celestial light illume the blind ! 
Still ’mid surrounding dangers guard secure 
Thy children ! still for them each grace procure ; 


Ne’er cease to shew for us a Mother’s care: 
To Him our prayers, our ev’ry wish prefer, 
Who, born of thee, yet, for our sake alone, 
Disdain’d not to become thine onLy Son. bes 

We 


*y 


O above all, thou, Virgin, meek as pure! 
Whose beauty, sullying guilt could ne’er obscure; 
May we from sin’s polluting stains be free, 

For ever meek and chaste, blest Maid, like thee! 


Our way through life we’ll safely then pursue, 
Till in our promis’d home we Jesus view : 
Where, mingling glorious with the blest above, 
We'll taste the never-cloying sweets of love. 


Be endless praise to God the Father given; 
To Christ his Son, who equal reigns in heaven; 
And to the Holy Spirit, One in Three, 

Who lives and reigns thro’ all eternity. 

















NOTICE. 

Persons residing at a distance, and desirous of obtain. 
ing ** Tue Jesuit, or Catholic Sentinel, will please 
to Address a letter to The Epirors of the Jesuit, 
Boston, Mass. agreeably to the following form, which, 
if attended to in all its points, will be promptly noticed. 


GentTLemMEN,—I herewith enclose to you THREE 
Douars, the amount of my Subscription for the whole 
year, according to your Prospectus. I have also paid 
the Postage of this Letter. I shall therefore expect 
that my Papers will be regularly forwarded to my ad- 
dress. (QG- Here please to insert your name wm very 
legible characters with the name of the Place and the 
State in which you reside,) including all the previous 
Numbers, from No. 1, and you will greatly oblige 

Your Ob’t. Serv’t. 
N. N. 
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England were respected by the neighbouring 





